SEEKING GOD’S WILL FOR MY CHURCH
In Matthew 16:18 Jesus says, “Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” Christ is building his church, and we need to find out how he is
building it so we can partner with him. When we build on secular principles, we get what
man can build, a secular church that won’t last (Ps 127:1 Unless the Lord builds the house,
the builders lab or in vain). But if we build according to Christ’s principles, we get what
God can build, a church that the gates of hell will not prevail against.
In Ephesians 4:7-16, Paul teaches specifics about God’s plan to build his church so we can
get involved and do our part—but also so that we don’t build according to any lesser plan.
But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it[a]
says: “When he ascended on high, he took many captives and gave gifts to his
people.”[b] 9 (What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended to the
lower, earthly regions[c]? 10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher
than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11 So Christ himself gave the
apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity
in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the
whole measure of the fullness of Christ.14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back
and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the
cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the
truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the
head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every
supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.
Prayer for me:
1. Father, God I Pray and ask that you would move in my life. Reveal Your calling for my
life and give me the courage to obey it. Help me pursue the desires of Your heart and
Your will for my life with fervour and tenacity.
2. I ask the Lord to give me a heart of faith to trust the Spirit and the Spirit’s work in my
life.
3. Lord, I pray that You would use all that I am, my own abilities and my talents as well as
the spiritual gift or gifts that You, in Your grace, have seen fit to bestow on me, but I
also pray that You would open my understanding to the special spiritual gift that You
have bestowed on me by Your grace.
4. I ask for a heart that desires the gifts of the Spirit for the “common good,” and I ask to
be open to the gifts of the Spirit in others.
5. I ask for jealousy of others’ gifts to be quieted in me.
6. Show me I pray, what is the special spiritual gift that You have given me to use to the
benefit of the body of Christ, and I ask that You would make it truly known to me and
that You would use it to encourage and edify my brothers and sisters in Christ, to Your
praise and glory. In Jesus' name I pray,
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7. Lord
teach me to
work your way, that my efforts would not be in vain. I will not be busy for the sake of
being busy. Make of me of a person of results. Make me profitable in my work.
8. Lord Jesus, continue to free us from doing anything for the approval of people, or out
of fear of people, or to gain power over people. Forgive us when we work for
appreciation, recognition or congratulation. It’s you we serve, not mere men. Free us
for doing all things as unto you: loving our family and friends as unto you; serving in
your church and kingdom as unto you, for your praise and glory.
Prayer for Church leaders:
1. Heavenly Father, you call us each to different work in your kingdom, according to the
gifts you’ve bestowed upon us. I pray especially for those you have called into ministry,
to be leaders and teachers in your church.
2. Keep your call fresh in their hearts, renewing and refreshing their spirit for the work
ahead.
3. May they seek your counsel daily, seeking your wisdom and guidance as they give
spiritual guidance to others.
4. Fill them with patience, peace, and joy for their work, remembering you are with them
even when the work is hard, for you are faithful to equip those who obey your call.
5. Holy Spirit, may they come to you, seeking your guidance in running the ministry.
6. Help them work in line with the word of God in bringing people together as one.
7. Let their hearts meditate on the word of God, and aspire to be not only hearers but
also doers of the word.
8. Guide their thoughts that they may please God. Guide their ways that they may bring
glory to him
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